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The parable in our Gospel lesson is a familiar one, even the subject of a children's song. Those who 

hear and do the sayings of Jesus are like a man who builds a house on a rock. Storms come and 

batter the house, but the house does not fall. On the other hand, those who hear but disregard the 

sayings of Jesus are like a man who builds a house on sand. Storms come and batter the house, and 

the house is destroyed. 

 

The lesson seems simple enough: Hear and do the sayings of Jesus. This is indeed wise counsel to 

follow, because our Lord says that we are supposed to confess our sins and trust in the forgiveness 

He has won. By His grace, we have eternal life. 

 

Yes, the lesson is simple and delightful; but let us not pass this parable by too quickly. Our Lord is 

busy teaching us much, much more. There are several important points that should be made about 

this parable. Some are quite obvious, other not so. 

 

I. 

 

The first point is this: The houses are built on doctrine; they are built upon some sort of teaching. In 

Matthew 7, Jesus has just extensively warned against false teachers and prophets who will seek to 

lead believers astray; it is no coincidence that this parable follows. Not all beliefs are just as good or 

equally valid, and our Lord makes clear that His Word is truth, no other. This point preaches the 

Law to us in that we must resist the teaching that Jesus is just one way to the mansions of heaven; 

that doctrine simply is not true, and all other mansions crumble to dust. However, there is also cause 

for joy: There is also saving doctrine. The Lord does not hide Himself for us so that we are left to 

perish with the world. No, He who died on the cross for all continues to see that His Word is 

proclaimed, that He might gather all who will believe onto the solid foundation of His truth. 

 

II. 

 

The second point dovetails with the first: This parable is not just about doctrine, but about belief. It 

is about faith and the faith, and as Christians we speak about both. "The faith" is the body of 

teachings that Jesus has given us to believe. "Faith" is belief in that doctrine. Therefore, to be a 

Christian is to have faith in the faith. In the parable, both men have heard the sayings of Jesus-both 

have been taught the faith. However, one man hears the faith and lives according to it; his is a life of 

confession and forgiveness and joyful trust. The other hears the faith, but disregards its teaching; 

whatever his life is like, he is doomed. Therefore, faith and the faith are both essential. One must 

know what Jesus teaches, and one must abide by them; if either is missing, there is no salvation. 

With this observation, we preach law to many today. On the one hand, we hereby warn those who 

believe that their salvation is secure because they have certificates of baptism and confirmation in a 
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drawer somewhere; they have heard the teachings but fail to put them to use. On the other hand, we 

also warn those who spurn doctrine, who maintain that it is enough to believe in Jesus without 

getting into the details of what should be believed; this is also a popular sin in our day. 

 

And we also find cause for rejoicing: Our Lord Jesus Christ does not just tell us the faith. He also 

gives us the faith to believe in it. Along with the forgiveness He has won for you in His death and 

resurrection, He also gives you faith so that you might believe His Word. So, He gives the faith, and 

He gives faith to believe in the faith. For you, this means great security: It is He who builds the 

house, not you. The construction is perfect beyond doubt. 

 

III. 

 

The third point is this: This parable is not just about judgment when the house stands or falls in the 

end; it has significance for this life, right now, too. Storms batter each house, but the battering is 

different. When storms batter the one who is built upon Christ, they howl and rage and assault as 

they can. However, the effect of the storm upon the Christian is this: He sees the malice and 

viciousness of sin, and he trusts in the Lord all the more. As storms seek to displace him, he believes 

in the foundation on which he is built. The devil may seek to fling winds and waves at the Christian 

in order to make him doubt God's love; but, by faith, the Christian is strengthened to trust in Christ 

all the more. After all, even the wind and the waves obey Him (Mk. 4:41). 

 

This parable tells us, however, that the storms have a different effect on one who has a different 

foundation. In the English, the winds "beat on" both houses; in the Greek, there are two different 

beatings. When the storms batter the house of the one with a different foundation, the storms batter 

so as to offend him. They are not just things that happen in this sinful world while he steadfastly 

trusts in Christ; they look to scandalize him, beat him down and drive him to despair. We see this 

happen among non-Christians. When one is battered for a while, he might grow offended at God; he 

might blame the Lord for his troubles, rather than understanding that the crucified and risen Lord 

desires his repentance and salvation. He might grow offended at his false foundation, despairing 

when he finds it provides no certain hope or comfort. Or-thanks be to God-he might find that his 

own sinful nature is an offense, for he cannot save himself; and, in doing so, he may turn to the Lord 

and trust in him. 

 

With this third point, we learn an important lesson: It is far better to have a firm foundation before 

the storms arrive. Those who seek the Lord only when the storms come may indeed come to 

repentance and faith; or they may be washed away, unjustly blaming God for their trouble. On the 

other hand, troubles drive Christians to the cross and their Savior. A life of continual exposure to the 

Lord in His Word and Sacraments prepares you for whatever comes along. And once again, we have 

cause for rejoicing: The Lord earnestly works to strengthen your faith throughout your life. He does 

not require that you reach a certain age before you qualify for faith and mercy. In the waters of Holy 

Baptism, He forgives even the newborn child and grants him saving faith. He promises, then and 

there, "Lo, I will be with you always, even to the end of the age;" through whatever winds and waves 

there will be. And yet, should one not believe until his dying breath, the Lord still gives grace that is 

sufficient to save. 

 

IV. 

 

The fourth point of the parable is this: While there is significance in the storms for this life, right 
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now, this parable also has significance for eternity. The house of the wise man with the firm 

foundation does not just last a long time: It does not fall. "Who trusts in God, a strong abode in 

heaven and earth possesses," goes the hymn (TLH 437:1), and it is true. The one who trusts in Jesus 

has far more than comfort during life's storms; he knows that the days of such beatings are 

numbered. The Lord who died and rose again will raise His people to everlasting life. The house will 

not fall. The gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 

It is not so, however, for the foolish man with a different foundation. Even if he can keep his house 

righted for the duration of this life, the house will fall-and great will be its fall. On the Last Day, 

there will be no more time for repentance; those who have fallen will have no chance to get up. For 

those who have built upon a different foundation than Christ Himself, there will be no recovery. 

 

This point ought to spur the Church into action, for the time is growing short. The Lord Jesus has 

entrusted us with the precious privilege of proclaiming His Gospel to all who hear. Therefore, we do 

so; not because we must, but because we can-with thankfulness. The fall would be great for us all, 

were it not for the Lord's suffering, death and resurrection. He has suffered the great fall for us-He 

has endured God's everlasting judgment for our sin at the cross. And because He has paid that price, 

He earnestly desires to spare you the same. It is why He showers you with forgiveness and faith, that 

you may dwell in the house of the Lord forever (Ps. 23:6). 

 

V. 

 

The fifth point is this: We don't know what the houses look like, for Jesus only describes the 

foundations. However, let us consider these buildings with some godly suppositions. 

 

The two houses may appear very much alike. Both are built on doctrine, and both are built to look as 

if they worship the same God. The wise man with the solid foundation trusts in Christ and His Word; 

so does the house of the entire Christian Church, which is built upon the same foundational rock 

(Mt. 16:16). The foolish man with the sandy foundation does not trust in the sayings of Jesus, even 

though it may look like he does. Just prior to this parable, Jesus warns of false teachers-but they are 

false teachers who appear to be true. They preach and prophesy in the name of Jesus. They cast out 

demons in the name of Jesus. They perform many miracles and wonders in His name. But while they 

claim to act and speak in the name of Jesus, they do not represent Him. They practice lawlessness; 

they forsake the Word of God and fail to warn people of their sin and need for repentance. And if 

they no longer speak of sin, it follows that they will no longer speak of forgiveness, of Christ and 

His cross. If they do not proclaim His Law and Gospel, they are not abiding by His name. Despite 

the zealous preaching, the exorcisms and the precious miracles, they will hear the Lord proclaim, "I 

never knew you; depart from me." 

 

So, the two houses may have a very similar appearance in some ways. Both may invoke the name of 

Jesus, and both may even teach from the Word of God. At this point, many will say, "It is enough, 

and we shouldn't worry about any differences." But even this is not enough, as our passage 

demonstrates: The people are astonished because Jesus teaches "not as the scribes." Both Jesus and 

the scribes are teaching from the Scriptures, but the foundation is different: Jesus points people to 

Himself, the Savior; the scribes teach the laws and rules, but not Jesus. They both teach from the 

Bible, yes; yet they are very different; on Good Friday, the scribes are among those who cheer the 

death of Jesus. 
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Setting that aside for the moment, let us imagine for a moment that the houses do not at all look the 

same. Instead, suppose that the house on the rock is a modest house; and suppose that the house built 

on the sand is a magnificent palace. The house on sand will look far more attractive, luxurious, 

successful and popular, while the house on the rock will look rather common and humble. But 

according to the Lord, it is not the appearance or the magnificence that matters: What matters is the 

foundation of the Gospel. In this world, the true Church may appear far less attractive than false 

teachers. 150 years ago, Dr. CFW Walther noted that false teachers are always more zealous and 

exciting than preachers of the Gospel. Why? Because false teachers are more than happy to use their 

personality and flair to gussy up their message; preachers of the Gospel, on the other hand, do their 

best to restrain such gimmicks in order to let the Word itself speak. Says Walther, "That makes their 

task a thousand times more difficult" (Law and Gospel, p. 381). Such godly restraint may also make 

them far less attractive. 

 

It is difficult for the Church on earth, and it will only grow more so near the end. We have seen this 

in our study of Revelation, which portrays this in the form of two women: One woman is on the run, 

constantly troubled and harassed. The other is loved and glorified by the world, given adoration and 

the red-carpet treatment wherever she goes. In Revelation, the troubled woman is the Church, the 

true bride of Christ; the other woman is known as the harlot, a false church that claims to be the 

bride of Christ but is really only a consort of the world. As the end draws near, the house on the rock 

will be shunned and the house on the sand will be glorified by the world as the true house of God. 

That, however, is not the end of the story. At the judgment, the glamorous harlot is destroyed in an 

instant, despite all her luxury and seductive appeal. She falls, and great is her fall, for she will never 

rise again. The harried, troubled woman is clothed in white robes and made glorious; for despite 

appearances on earth, she is the true bride of Christ who will live and reign with Him forever. This, 

too, gives us reason to rejoice: Christ the Bridegroom has paid the price to redeem you from your 

sin, to make you part of His holy bride. Although worldly pressures and assorted storms may make 

the Lord seem far away, you know the end of the story: He who was crucified, dead and buried, rose 

again on the third day. He will come again to judge the quick and the dead. He will come to raise 

you up to everlasting life. The marriage feast of the Lamb is coming; the wedding will take place. 

 

VI. 

 

And so we come to point number six: What matters is the foundation, and the foundation is not 

apparent to the casual observer. It is a foundation to be guarded and cherished with care. It might be 

more popular to excuse sin and allow moral permissiveness as acceptable in our times. But to do so 

destroys the foundation: The one who excuses sin and declares God does not mind, sees no need to 

preach forgiveness, and so the Gospel is lost. It may be more popular to preach God's law as a list of 

"how-to" and "you can do it" lectures. But this, too, destroys the foundation: If a pastor is preaching 

that the law is a list of guidelines that people can accomplish, he is not preaching that we cannot 

fulfill the law and thus deserve God's judgment. And if the purpose of the law is to guide us, not 

condemn us, then there is no need for forgiveness and the Gospel is lost. When a church confesses 

that God no longer enforces certain doctrines, its foundation crumbles; if it declares that God is not 

particular about sins, it follows that He's not particular about Christ as Savior. So the foundation is 

lost. And if the foundations are destroyed, What can the righteous do? (Ps. 11:3)  

 

Dear people of God, made righteous by Christ, here is your foundation that will not be destroyed: 

You were once lost in sin, but Christ has redeemed you. He has gone to the cross and suffered your 

death in order to win your salvation. He has brought you into His household with His holy, precious 
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blood, and His bitter suffering and death. By His Word, He has taught you the faith and given you 

faith to believe in it. He has made you into living stones and built you into His holy temple (I Pet. 

2:5). He does not want you to believe that you can actually keep His laws; He desires that daily you 

confess your sins and then live in reliance upon His grace-this is a firm foundation. Therefore, in this 

house, He continues to teach you of your sin and His grace; He invites you to His Supper so that He 

might forgive and strengthen all the more. Storms will come and winds will batter, but this house 

will not fall; the Lord is in the midst of her. She will not be moved. (Ps. 46:5). The Lord is with you, 

for the sake of Jesus your Savior. Therefore, your salvation is sure. 


